Darla began painting professionally in 2005. A year before making that career decision, she painted once a week with her close friend professional artist Teri Thomas. At one of her painting sessions, Darla finished a landscape painting that featured an old barn and realized this would be a perfect gift for her Grandma. When Darla informed her Grandpa she would be sending it as a gift, she was told that her Grandma was very ill and would be in Hospice soon. At his suggestion, she e-mailed a digital copy of the picture. It was printed out and this painting hung over her Grandma 'Mattie's hospital bed the two weeks before she passed away. Prior to the memorial service, Darla learned for the first time that her Grandma had always wanted to try painting but didn't know where to begin. Darla’s mother Loretta also had a passion for art and created a few paintings during her lifetime, but passed away in 1988. Returning home from Grandma’s memorial, Darla decided to follow God’s will and focus her energy on becoming a professional artist and at the same time honor the artistic passions of her Grandma [image: http://app4.websitetonight.com/projects2/7/4/5/9/1929547/images/blk_dv1.jpg]and Mother. 

Darla is the proud parent of two children one of which is David, who is a Marine and is stationed in California where he and his lovely wife have a home. His bedroom was remodeled after he enlisted and shipped off to basic training and is currently Darla’s studio as well as business office. Pictured below is David with his 2005 Christmas present from Mom, which happens to be a painting of a hiking route from Marine boot camp. 

Darla invites artists of all abilities to please come create art on the second Sunday night of each month at the Rebekah Lodge in Sherwood, OR. For more information on this event, please contact Darla Boljat. Darla really enjoys getting to know other artists while creating art at the Artists Guild. She says, ” I love painting the beauty in our world. Painting has helped me clearly see the beauty in everything God has created on earth."
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